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E Who ?

Over the past few weeks 
there has been huge debate 
surrounding the Eurozone crisis. 
Questions have to be answered and 
decisions have to be made that will 
have a global impact for some years 
to come. The question is, what is the 
future looking like for the European 
Union and what countries have the 
pulling power?

The main discussion has 
been based on what is going to 
happen regarding Greece’s debt 
crisis which is soaring towards £219 
billion. But opinions are divided on 
this issue. Germany wants to write 
down Greek debt and reduce the size 
of the bailout that has already 
chewed up £183 billion in German 
cash. France on the other hand is 
pushing for the European Central 
Bank to reinforce the euro’s bailout 
fund, but this was dismissed by 
Germany. The main reason France is 
pushing for this route may be found 
in the fact that Nicolas Sarkozy is on 
the brink of an election next summer 
and has fears that the Greek debt will 
reduce Frances AAA credit rating.

These country bailouts are 
showing early signs of a crippling 
financial crash across Europe. 
Greece isn’t the only warning sign 
either. In Italy violent clashes 
between protesters and police 
occurred after Mario Monti unveiled 
new austerity measures, like deficit-
cutting, lower spending and the 
reduction in the amount of benefits 
and public services provided. 
Economically, the future looks bleak 
for Italy, with industrial orders in Italy 
for the month of September reduced 
by 8.5%.

Diluted austerity measures 
can also be seen in the Republic of 
Ireland with the government getting 
the public warmed up for the new 
budget in 2012 by warning of further 
cuts in education and child benefit.

Craig O'Mahony

In Spain a shift in power has occurred with Prime Minister-
elect Mariano Rajoy having his work cut out, with one in five 
people being unemployed and Madrid forced to pay the highest 
interest in 14 years of the sale of government debt.

In the UK the unemployment rate stands at 8.3%. Minister 
for Employment, Chris Grayling said “These figures show just how 
much our economy is being affected by the crisis in the Eurozone. 
Our European partners must take urgent action to stabilise the 
position.”

These occurrences are fuelled by the financial world 
showing concern over the recent downturn and what it means for 
the future.  Mark Mobius, head of emerging markets desk at 
Templeton Asset Management warned that “there is definitely 
going to be another financial crisis around the corner, because we 
haven’t solved any of the things that caused the previous crisis”.

Willem Buiter, chief economist of Citigroup believes “time is 
running out fast. I think we have maybe a few months - it could be 
weeks, it could be days - before there is a material risk of a 
fundamentally unnecessary default by a country like Spain or Italy 
which would be a financial catastrophe dragging the European 
banking system and North America with it. So they have to act 
now.”
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So what does this mean for Europe and what 
are the heads of European government 
thinking?

German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, 
highlighting that the ultimate solution to the 
financial crisis in the EU would “mean more 
Europe, not less Europe” created confusion 
for many. But a leaked German Government 
document with the title “The Future of the EU: 
Required Integration Policy Improvements for 
the Creation of a Stability Union” advises the 
development of a European Monetary Fund 
that has control over the size and growth rate 
of the money supply, which subsequently 
affects interests rates. This would result in the 
European Monetary Fund having the power to 
call the shots of troubled economies within the 
EU.

Nicolas Sarkozy also identified the 
measures  of  a  two-speed  Europe  during  a 

DR. Death & the Placards of Doom
Paul Murphy

You could be forgiven for thinking that the 
Westboro Baptist Church were up to their old 
tricks upon reading the signs that were present, 
but this was a rather more mainstream affair. 
Interested parties came bearing prompts which 
read “Guilty”, “Burn in Hell”, and “Trust in God”, 
among others. In fact, it was only surprising that 
no Irish bright-sparks had popped along to add 
their own “Careful Now” and “Down with this sort 
of thing” efforts. 

Yet the trial of Dr Conrad Murray, which 
finally ended this month, didn’t stoop to such 
ridiculous  levels  – at  least not  in the eyes of 
those picketing. Why these people were actually 
present is somewhat of a mystery. Presumably 
they felt so personally touched by the icon’s 
death that they felt the need to vent their anger 
towards the doctor accused of neglecting him, 
yet little acceptance of the troubled star’s 
demons was ever really acknowledged by the 
mob who thirsted for some punishment. 

Of course, Murray’s defence had its own 
peculiarities, namely that he didn’t take the stand 
himself, while he opted to be interviewed by NBC only 
days before his conviction, during which he attempted 
to explain himself. 

That Murray worked with the much-troubled 
superstar may make him simultaneously a mercenary 
and a scapegoat. Jackson’s veins were said to have 
reflected those of a frequent drug user, and such a 
dependency seems to have been borne out from the 
trial, with Murray considered ‘the wrong person at the 
wrong time’ both by fellow professionals and more 
casual observers.

In a typically Jackson-esque quirk, it was a 
desire to be given ‘milk’ (‘of amnesia’), the nickname 
given to Propofol, the anaethetic Jackson was taking 
regularly as part of a cocktail to help him sleep, which 
eventually caused his death. Murray’s decision to 
ignore professional practice is hard to ignore, yet so 
too is the precarious position which rich individuals 

debate with students from the University of Strasbourg. 
The first being the “federal” core of the 17 members of the 
euro zone. The second being the looser “confederal” outer 
band of the 10 non-euro members.

A lot of speculation is circulating around the idea 
that if Europe experiences another huge financial crisis, 
the euro will come to an end and EU nations will disperse. 
But from discussion about this German Government 
document, Germany’s intention seems to be different.

A Telegraph article discusses this 6-page German 
government document leaked from the German Foreign 
Office. It argues that European Economic Super States 
should intervene in the way the weaker Eurozone countries 
are run. This plan lays out European Super-state within the 
euro zone having spending and tax set in Brussels.

This may result in euro zone countries not having 
the competitive edge to offer tax incentives for Multi-
national companies to enter into foreign direct investment 
(FDI) within their local markets. Surely these kind of 
actions would reduce growth within euro zone countries 
who are heavily reliant on FDI to prosper by overturning 
rates of unemployment and reducing government debt.

Measures like these would bring an entire new 
meaning to what the EU stands for and would lead away 
from its initial purpose of promoting trade and increasing 
domestic growth. Discussions like these offer food for 
thought about the future of the EU and the reform that may 
be within the pipeline. It posts a question; will people within 
EU member states adopt these policies? Or do they even 
have a choice? If not, will change be adopted peacefully or 
will they feel hard done by their governments, which may 
lead to disruption like we have already seen in Greece and 
Italy ?
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Michael Jackson and a  lethal cocktail of drugs : 
the opinion of a pharmacist

Uzma Chaudhry

''I was surprised by the type of drugs that 
Michael Jackson was taking. Normally patients are only 
given a strong medication like propofol in a hospital. It’s 
a drug which is used to induce and maintain 
anaesthesia. So that patients who are undergoing 
surgical procedures are not aware of what is happening 
to them.

Once a patient has been given this drug they 
are then regularly monitored. The hospital will have a 
special chart on which the doctor or nurse will record 
the patients temperature, heart rate, blood pressure 
and pulse.

The trial concluded that Michael died because 
of the propofol. It made his heart fail and caused him to 
stop breathing. To make matters worse Michael was 
taking a number of very potent drugs which had very 
serious side-effects. It was the combination of all these 
drugs that finally led to his death.

Perhaps patients who require treatment with 
these types of drugs should only be treated in a 
hospital setting.''

hold when it comes to their own personal care 
and medication. Quite simply Jackson, like other 
world-renowned figures, would have gotten what 
he wanted, whether from Murray or someone 
else.

The pantomime, naturally, couldn’t end 
with his physical expiration as the trial of 
Jackson’s doctor somehow managed to consume 
a stupendous amount of live TV coverage. Let’s 
be frank, though, this wasn’t exactly a case as 
juicy or bizarre as O.J. Simpson, however much 
MJ’s fans demanded ‘justice’ for his death.

Perhaps the sentence of 4 years for 
involuntary manslaughter tells the tale. This was a 
man on the brink of death for a number of years, 
and this demise wasn’t halted by a doctor who 
couldn’t stop Jackson being Jackson, but he 
wasn’t alone in that failing.

The peculiarity and sadness of the whole 
case is unending. What LaToya Jackson was 
referring to with her poetic tweet, “VICTORY!!!!!!!”, 
is somewhat hard to grasp. Her mother declared 
after sentencing that she “couldn’t hold back tears 
of joy” and wanted “to go home and share this 
day” with his children. As in so many trials, a 
curious weight of excitement, relief and even 
explanation was miraculously achieved by the 
guilty verdict. The validity of these emotions 
seems unfathonable, yet the saddest element 
may be the fact that Conrad Murray’s official guilt 
has unburdened others who blinded themselves 
to the harsh, human reality which Michael 
Jackson’s life had become.
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After graduating with a BA in English and French last year, and not knowing what I wanted to do, I 
decided to work as an English Language Assistant in France. This job was made possible by the French 
Ministry of Education and the Irish Department of Education and Skills. I applied successfully to the 
Montpellier region and was placed in the nearby city of Nîmes – the home of denim, (it came from or ‘de 
Nîmes’), the bitterly cold Mistral wind and the nasal accent typical of the south of France. It’s also famous 
for its amazing Roman architecture – boasting a Colosseum older than Rome’s and the magnificent nearby 
aqauduct Pont du Gard. Furthermore, it has a tangible laid-back vibe, characteristic of the south: whatever 
the day or time in Nîmes, you’ll find cafés, restaurants and bars overflowing with people enjoying good food 
and even better wine.

Eat, Teach, Love (and eat some more)
Mary-Teresa Madders

Unfortunately, I could only enjoy this 
alluring side to the city for so long and then it 
was time to get to work. My job as ‘assistant de 
langue’ basically involved bringing the joys of 
English grammar and Irish culture to adorable 
French children aged 6-12. Firstly, I must 
emphasise that some of the children I taught 
were the same height as me – a highly 
embarrassing state of affairs, which did not go 
unnoticed. One day, while walking to school 
beside a mother and her son, the mother asked 
me if I went to this school too, to which I 
awkwardly replied, “No, actually…I’m the English 
teacher.” Nevertheless, aside from the confusion 
as to which side of the student/teacher divide I 
belonged, life in Nîmes was pretty cool. I worked twelve hours per week in three primary schools which 
were thankfully all accessible by the very punctual and reliable bus service – that is, when it wasn’t on 
strike. Just to give you an idea of what French primary schools are like, one of my schools was named ‘Eau 
Bouillie’ – that’s ‘Boiled Water’ School – and another was located on a street which roughly translates as 
‘Path of the Fairies Grotto’. It’s safe to say that my experiences teaching in these schools fell somewhere 
between the fear and wonder which these place names evoke.

After initial teething problems and stage fright, I managed to find my rhythm. I quickly learned that 
children are generally a lot more interested in learning a language than sixteen year olds. Furthermore, 
they are a lot less frightening. This is because children love nothing more than a game, a song or a bit of 
colouring. Any mention of ‘Simon Says’, ‘Xs and Os’ or ‘Bingo’ could induce quasi-hysteria and a 
determined competitiveness that could have a defeated child in tears. The key to teaching them was a 
mixture of good lesson-planning, constant repetition and unswerving discipline, which were all very difficult 
to master at first. But I gradually began to see signs of progress and improvement in all my classes, as well 
as the perspicacity of the politically engaged French child who, when asked for another example of the use 
of an adjective (like “Homer is fat”), responded with “Colonel Gaddaffi is mean….and ugly!” My favourite 
moments with them were when I could introduce them to Ireland’s rich culture and heritage in fun, 
stimulating ways – I showed them videos of my younger sister who is in “Riverdance”, the 2004 Munster 
Hurling Final between Cork and Waterford (my students yelling “Allez les Bleus” for my Waterford men 
made me smile) and taught them “The Wild Rover” for St. Patrick’s Day. However, the greatest thing to see 
in my classes was the passion and interest the children had for English – some would tell me how they 
practised at home with their older siblings – as even they seemed to grasp how important a foreign 
language is in today’s multicultural world.

Of course there was a lot more to this gap year than teaching verbs and adjective. It was a chance 
to explore the language, culture and customs of France, and to meet and form close friendships with the 
many diverse and wonderful people from all over the world. The other language assistants became a huge 
support network and source of comfort. What started off as a tiny group of friends grew into a huge 
international network taking in Britain, the U.S., Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany, Guatamala, El Salvador 
and India. These amazing people were and still are, as my Dad observed, ‘my international family’. With 
them I swapped recipes and lesson plans; shared countless bottles of wine and the odd ‘pain au chocolat’; 
discussed everything from cultural differences and religious views to the divisive issue of what makes the 
perfect Fajita and had the best nights out salsa dancing and nights in, with outrageous dance-offs and epic 



marathons of Flipcup, followed by large baguettes to ease the hangover the next morning. And thankfully 
all of the assistants had one thing in common – a love of travel. I had the chance to explore with them the 
beauty of southern France in Toulouse, Avignon and picturesque Arles (the artistic home of Van Gogh), as 
well as Europe’s diversity, in Rome and Barcelona. The greatest aspect to this year abroad was getting to 
taste the food and culture of the various countries represented in our assistant family – favourites include 
Jambalaya from New Orleans, Spicy beans and rice from Guatamala and Tartiflette from France. Inspired 
by my new friends’ culinary tastes, I reconnected with my inner Julia Child, discovering the hitherto 
uncharted waters of (mild) vegetarianism, mastering a good Ratatouille, while also learning the benefits of 
possessing a good spice collection when it comes to making a delicious Indian curry.

In short, if my life in Nîmes was a best-selling autobiography, it would not be called “Eat Pray Love”, 
but more likely ‘Eat Teach Love (and Eat some more)’. And although the ‘Teach’ part only amounted to 
twelve hours a week, what I gained from the experience was immeasurable. It not only provided me with a 
job that I, unlike so many Arts graduates, was lucky to have, but it offered me an opportunity to experience 
a different way of life in a fantastic country and to meet amazing people who I miss very much. When the 
day came to say goodbye to my students and to their teachers, I felt like I was leaving behind future 
teachers, lawyers, doctors, politicians, actors and footballers – who would all use English at some point in 
their lives and who would hopefully look back at their first experience of learning it with fondness. This was 
undoubtedly the most enriching and rewarding experience of my life: not only did my French improve, but I 
grew in confidence and I now feel I have the ability to overcome any challenge. So, whether it be 
volunteering in Africa, exploring the rainforest in South America or teaching English in any country in the 
world, I cannot recommend highly enough the experience of taking a gap year and living in a foreign 
country. It is an experience that will undoubtedly change your life and one which will stay with you forever. 

Travel tips : 

Cave Hill

Did you know that you can go hiking just 
20 mn from the city centre ? If you do feel like a 
good walk, then Cave Hill is just what you're 
looking for.

The hike starts from Belfast Castle and 
climbs up the so-called hill, overlooking the city. 
As you walk through the woodlands, follow the 
signs until you arrive onto a plateau from where 
you can also see some of the caves. You can 
climb to 'the Devil's Punchbowl' if you dare, 
before continuing up, over Belfast zoo, until you 
(finally) reach McArt's Fort, the highest point of 
the trail. From there, the view is stunning : 
moorlands and mountains at your back, Belfast 
Lough in front of you, the Mournes in the 
distance on your right. On a clear day, you can 
glimpse the coast of Scotland. Then you realise 
that the steep walk was worth it ! The end of the 
trail goes down gently the other side of Cave Hill 
before coming back to the castle.

To get a bit of comfort after such a walk, 
why not stroll in the Castle gardens ? They are 
inhabited by 9 cats and it is said that if you find 
them all, they will bring you good luck for the rest 
of your life... 

The castle also has a café and restaurant 
if you want to stop for tea or coffee and some 
delicious muffins or even a meal.

How do you get there ?
The easiest way is to drive to one of the car parks 
within Cave Hill Country Park (pick the one just 
outside the castle itself!).

Otherwise, you can take the Metro bus 1A, 1C, 1E 
outbound and get off at Strathmore Park, from 
where you have a 7mn walk to get to the entrance 
of Cave Hill Country Park. Don't forget to ask for a 
day-ticket (£2,90).

Opening times : from 7.30am daily until nightfall.

For more information, visit the excellenf Walk NI 
website at http://www.walkni.com and 
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/belfastcastle/index.asp 
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The Ides of March
Mary-Teresa Madders

Midnight in Paris
Paula Murphy

The film starts with a series of postcard shots from Paris : Eiffel Tower, 
Champs-Elysées, bistrots and cafés, streets of the Quartier Latin... This all 
sounds very much cliché, forgetting about crazy traffic, grumpy Parisians, and 
the bleak suburbs of Paris extra-muros. But it is probably Woody Allen's 
optimistic take on the French capital, only showing us here the good side of it.

Allen tells us the story of an American screenwriter (Owen Wilson) and 
his fiancée (Rachel McAdams) who accompany her parents on a business trip 
to the City of Lights. Falling in love with the magic of the place, Gil wants to 
settle in Paris while his fiancée and her parents are not so much of his 
opinion. Our man walks the streets of the capital at midnight under the rain 
and ends up going back in time - here is what 21st  century Cinderella is like, 
then -, thus meeting incredible characters such as Salvador Dali or Ernest 
Hemingway, among many, many others. 

Although the film has been categorised as a romantic comedy, it is not 
the sort of sappy cheesy stuff you would expect from such a denomination. It 
is Woody Allen, after all ! It indeed turns out to be an enjoyable film, also 
questioning one's relation to the past. To the cinema enthusiast 
knowledgeable in French culture, it will be quite entertaining too, as many of 
the supporting characters are not played by obscure unknown actors, but by a 

The Ides of March, George Clooney’s fourth film as 
director, was released last month. Based on the play 
Farragut North by Beau Willimon (who co-wrote the 
screenplay, along with Clooney), it tells the story of Stephen 
Meyers (Ryan Gosling), an idealistic up-and-coming press 
secretary to presidential candidate Governor Mike Morris 
(played by Clooney), who finds himself embroiled in a 
political scandal that threatens to destroy his candidate’s aim 
of winning a highly charged presidential primary in Ohio, and 
thus his chances at the White House.

With a cast many directors can only dream of, including two of the best character actors of our 
generation (Paul Giamatti and Philip Seymour Hoffman), rising star Evan Rachel Wood and of course ‘man 
of the moment’ Ryan Gosling, Clooney has a wealth of talent at his disposal. Working behind and in front of 
the camera, he is able to exploit this fine cast to their full potential. The scenes between the two campaign 
rivals, Giamatti and Hoffman, are excellent and both men are all but guaranteed supporting actor nods 
come Oscar time. The seduction scene between Gosling and Wood (an intern for Morris’s campaign team, 
as well as the daughter of an eminent politician) is superbly acted, helped of course by a great script and 
taut  direction from Clooney. In this scene, the script excels, but it is at times cliché-ridden, most noticeable 
in the scenes between Gosling and journalist Ida Horowitz (Marisa Tomei), which help to evoke the 
cynicism of the political world, but can leave the viewer feeling as if they’ve wandered into an episode of 
The West Wing.

And the comparisons with that critically acclaimed series do not end there – anyone who enjoyed 
The West Wing or indeed, The Wire – possibly the greatest television show ever made – will definitely tune 
into the themes of ruthless individualism, soured idealism and disillusionment which underscore this 
political thriller – themes which are all the more pertinent in today’s world, where media scandals and 
political cover-ups are ubiquitous. Clooney himself commented on the film’s relevance to our society, one in 
which “cynicism is winning over idealism”. Yet, he is careful to add that these themes and issues are 
perennial, invoking the importance of the film’s title – a reference to the backstabbing and conniving 
treachery that marked the assassination of Julius Caesar on the 15th March 44BC, and of course 
Shakespeare’s famous tragedy. And like that great masterpiece, The Ides of March exposes the irony of a 
reliance on loyalty in the world of politics – a world where everyone fights to save themselves. Anyone who 
has an interest in politics and media spin will enjoy this story of betrayal and revenge – and if that doesn’t 
float your boat, then gorgeous George and his young protegé Ryan Gosling certainly will

few French celebrities, including the current French first lady, a renowned French comedian and a former 
Miss France, together with Oscar-winner Marion Cotillard. For anyone in love with French culture or 
planning to go to Paris, this seems to be THE film to see this end of year.
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Penta Locus telematic concert
Penta Locus was a five-site telematic concert - 1 night for 40 

performers in 5 cities spread across 5698 miles to premier 7 
compositions and an improvisation session.

Students and faculty in San Diego, Montreal, New York, 
Belfast, and Hamburg came together on audio streams and big 
screens. This ambitious production built on the work done for 2010’s 
Tri Locus between University of California San Diego, New York 
University, and Stanford University, and past collaborations between 
Queens University Belfast, Concordia University, and Hamburg 
Hochschule of Music.

The instrumentation included the Concordia Laptop 
Orchestra, woodwinds, violin, singers, pianos, Fender Rhoads, 
accordion, guitars, trumpet, trombone, tuba, bass, drums, 
percussion, and electronics. The program featured all of these 
performers in original pieces written to highlight concepts of place, 
instrumental variety, temporal juxtaposition, and humanity’s 
relationship with technology. Networking was carried out using 
JackTrip for audio, Access Grid for video and Quintet.net for 
networking live scores (graphical). The Sonic Arts Research Centre in 
Belfast functioned as the audio and video hub for the production.

Many of the compositions used non-traditional notation: typed 
in Word docs and Excel spreadsheets, scrolled live across computer 
screens, and hand-drawn in ink and paint. While sometimes given 
very specific directions, the performers were often required to 
improvise in response to their fellow musicians or promptings from 
the score. This lent the concert a free-form mood and also allowed 
for flexibility in coordination across the miles !

November 20, 2011
Queens University Belfast 
8:00pmGMT

Pedro Rebelo, Director, Franziska 
Schroeder, Director, Saxophone, 
Felipe Hickmann, Technology, 
Emily Robertson, Piano, Adam 
Brown, Tuba, Robert Casey, Piano

Coordinators: Mark Dresser 
(UCSD) and Sarah Weaver (NYU)
Audio Networking Director: Felipe 
Hickmann (QUB-SARC)

Emily Robertson

After the anti-climactic hype associated with the first film, I 
was hoping director Tom Six would deliver in the second instalment of 
the series. So does he? Yes and no. There was a ridiculous amount 
of speculation and publicity, helped by the original BBFC banning of 
the film; however the ‘shock’ elements of the film were disclosed in 
the BBFC review so when watched, the film did not surprise as much 
as was expected (maybe due to it being the cut version).

A view that would be unexpected is that a lot of the film is in 

The Human Centripede II
Neil Dickson

fact very funny due to the main actor, Martin (a supposed reflection of the typical viewer) who is overweight, 
lonely, asthmatic… very, very asthmatic and does not speak once during the film. In general, anytime 
things gain momentum, Martin has to stop to take his inhaler, making the whole situation funny. It lessens 
any form of tension or suspense. The first hour of the film moves relatively quickly as we gain an insight 
into Martin’s home life - his deranged, badly acted, mentally unstable and very oddly mannered mother, his 
relationship with his psychologist who is helping with childhood sexual abuse issues, and his pet centipede. 
Overtime, Martin gathers his unfortunate victims (who by the way, no one seems to realise have gone 
missing) and he begins his work, using the unlikeliest of tools. Martin eventually joins the people, one by 
one. Towards the end, you realise that a lot of the film is a build up to a flatulence joke…. Simple as that! 
For those who love horror films, the Human Centipede II is not as graphic or as gut wrenching as others 
out there (Saw / Hostel).

There are many moments where you feel sorry for Martin so I would say the directing and 
implications are done very well. It’s a job well done when you feel sympathy for the mad man. The black 
and white also added to the film, oddly making it more interesting and made me focus more on what was 
going on. Due to the disjointed nature of the film and over-the-top ideas and unrealistic events, it makes the 
darkest of ideas slip by and not bother you. In the end, the film delivered what I expected from the first film 
(minus any major plot line or even build up). I was not shocked, but rather bemused by parts, confused with 
others, bored, grossed out and overall left thinking…. “uummm, what!?”. Mission to shock has failed but 
delivers what should have been done last time; perhaps the uncut version will change my mind.



What does postmodernism mean, and where did it come from?

This is the concept being explored in the V&A’s current exhibition in London. Variously defined as a 
philosophy, a metaphor and a condition, the postmodern moment has inspired moments of greatness in art, 
literature, architecture and culture.

Hans Hollein, façade from Strada Novissima, The Presence of the Past, 1980. Biennale of Architecture, Venice.
Grace Jones in a maternity dress designed by Jean-Paul Goude and Antonio Lopez, 1979 © Jean-Paul Goude
Pictures courtesy of the V&A.

As a Northern Irish woman keen to break free from the suffocating bonds 
of national ideology, religion, and history, I have always been a huge postmodern 
enthusiast, drawn by the lack of faith in grand narratives and the playful 
assumption that there are no absolute truths. But I was a little baffled by the 
exhibition – which is probably a suitable response for any attempt to encapsulate 
the elusiveness of the postmodern. The focus is largely on pop culture. Annie 
Lennox outfits are displayed whilst New Order videos play in the background, 
and Blade Runner is used as an example of the ultimate postmodernist movie.  
 I was perplexed by the lack of literary references, as in my opinion, 
literature and art drove (drives?) the movement. There was no Lyotard, no 
Baudrillard, one vague mention of Fredric Jameson, not much in the way of 
deconstruction. I also expected some Duchamp or ManRay, but there was 
nothing like this. There was a strange fixation on 'postmodern' pottery, especially 
teapots. If you are a fan of ceramics, then this exhibition is for you.

The show would suggest that the movement was driven by men, 
as there are only a few courtesy items by women displayed. It also very 
firmly places postmodernism within the brackets of 1970-1990, and I 
really don't agree that postmodernism is over. Literary criticism 
continues to focus on deconstruction, and conceptual and performance 
art continues to be made, which follows Lyotard’s argument that 
postmodernism is a condition.  

However, I thoroughly enjoyed being outraged, and urge you to 
go. It's a provocative exhibition, and worth going to see Hans Hollein’s 
columns depicting the history of architecture, The Presence of the Past. 
Maybe you will find meaning in the teapots, or maybe the exhibition 
fulfils its remit by highlighting the impossibility of human progress.  After 
all, as Jean-Paul Sartre said, “Life has no meaning a priori … It is up to 
you to give it a meaning, and value is nothing but the meaning that you 
choose.”

Catherine McGurren

“If we knew what it was we 
were doing, it would not be 
called research, would it?”

Albert Einstein

Quote of the month :
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Photo of the month

If you would like to participate in the 'Photo of the Month' 
contest, send your pictures to pg.voice@qub.ac.uk

‘Every three days a transgendered person 
is murdered somewhere in the world’, for this 
reason the 20th of November is internationally 
recognised as ‘a day to remember those who 
have died as a result of transphobia.’

Transgender people are individuals that 
present either intermittently or permanently in a 
gender identity other than the one commonly 
associated with their assigned birth sex. Trans 
people do not have a ‘mentally illness’ but have 
an uncommon biological make-up that leads to 
cross-gender identification.

Transgender Day of Remembrance, 20th November

The general lack of awareness of transgender issues means that people that identify as 
transgender are unjustly stigmatised. Social prejudice against trans individuals is rife across the world, 
leading many to suffer harassment and abuse due to their gender identity. Frequently this irrational fear 
and hatred for trans people manifests violently, placing trans people at an increased risk of physical 
attacks. In America the murder rate of trans people is estimated to be 17 times higher than that of the 
national average.

In Northern Ireland, transphobia is prevalent leaving trans people, their family and friends to live in 
fear that they will be outed and be persecuted for who they are. However, times are changing and the 
transgender community is increasingly speaking out about their victimisation, with statutory agencies keen 
to listen and implement policies of reform to ensure that public services, such as education, policing and 
healthcare, challenge rather than promote transphobia.

In this period of progressive political change it is important that members of the public engage with 
the issue and ensure Northern Irish society is made equal for all. Although by the time you read this 
Transgender Day of Remembrance will have past please take a moment of your day to remember the 
innocent people who have lost their lives simply for being themselves.

Ruari-Santiago McBride

'French Delights', by Audrey.
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Wine & Food
This month's recipe is all about freshness and originality !

You need (for 2) :
- half a leek (the white/light green 
part rather than the dark green 
leaves) that you would have kept 
in the fridge beforehand
- 2 apples
- honey
- fresh lemon juice
- salt, pepper
- herbs

1. Peel and thinly slice the apples.
2. Cut the lighter half of the leek in rings.
3. Mix the apples and the leek with the rest of the ingredients.
4. Let it rest for at least 30 minutes so that the flavours smoothly mix together before serving.

Shaniece's Pick :

Bon appétit !

Slavic Salad

This wine, from North West Victoria, exhibits a 
very fine bead with a pale straw color. Made of 75% 
Chardonnay and 25% Pinot Noir, it tastes finely 
balanced – a rich wine presenting traditional creamy 
characters of yeast and brioche, stonefruits and 
cashew. The Pinot gives it a perceptible nuance of 
cherries and violet, while the Chardonnay offers citrus 
and toast aromas. A slightly salty taste highlights the 
honey flavour and balances the lemon taste of the 
salad. Lovely bubbles with a really crisp fresh salad 
give you a feeling of Hawaiian beach, sunshine and 
cool. In the end, it shows a deliciously lemony lift with a 
fresh zesty acidity to the finish. 

Tip : put it into an ice bucket before drinking.

Deakin Estate Pinot 
Chardonnay Brut NV



Free to Choose (F2C) is a collaboration of activists who have come 
together to highlight the absurdity of the 1861 Offences Against the Persons 
Act being on the Statutes for 150 years. This act, which is 150 years old, is 
the basis of the archaic abortion legislation in Northern Ireland. They ran a 
series of events in November entitled the ‘Carnival for Sexual Rights and 
Freedom: Pro-Choice, Pro-Sexuality’.

I went along to the Flash Mob event, which happened under the statue 
of Queen Victoria at City Hall. Whilst I am a proud feminist (and represented 
the QUB Feminist Society at the mob), this was the first public activism I have 
done for the pro-choice lobby. The pro-life movement and the bullying of 
politicians and religious representatives can be intimidating forces for any 
woman with liberal views, and I relished this chance to campaign for personal 
choices in issues of sexuality.

   I have to admit, when I first heard that the MTV EMAs were coming to Belfast my 
reaction was lack lustre, to say the least, it is just an awards show and after all, I thought, 
they aren’t  really  that impressive, right ? WRONG. In  the weeks leading up  to the event 

The Carnival for Sexual Rights and Freedom
Catherine McGurren

The protest was made up of women of all ages, some bringing children along, as well as men and 
teenagers. This is a dialogue that should include everyone in our society, and the flash mob raised 
awareness and interest on a busy Saturday afternoon. The atmosphere was light-hearted, even when City 
Hall’s security aggressively tried to move us away. We are not “pro-abortionists”. We simply think that it is a 
woman’s right to choose what she does with her own body. We want to take away the silence which 
surrounds the hidden Diaspora of women who travel in shame to the UK each year for abortions. We want 
women to have true equality with men.

The Carnival was a celebration of women’s rights – it included a ‘Free to Laugh’ comedy evening 
and a ‘Free to Speak’ discussion on attitudes to sexuality and abortion in NI. The Outburst Queer Arts 
Festival ran concurrently to the Carnival, and highlights how far the province has come in terms of sexual 
freedom. Why not help us get further?

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CarnivalRightsBelfast
https://www.facebook.com/QUBFeministSociety 

The Weekend Music Came to Belfast

the hype was unbelievable, you could hardly turn on the radio without hearing some DJ or other rave about 
it- it was the musical event of the century, if not millennium. Posters were splashed all over the city centre, I 
even considered making friends with someone who had MTV in their TV package and yet I still felt slightly 
cynical about the whole experience.
         On the Saturday before the actual awards ceremony I began to get “the buzz” from my friend, who 
shall remain anonymous to preserve her dignity. She had heard that Justin Bieber was staying at the 
Merchant Hotel. We decided that as postgrad students at Queen’s it was our job, no duty, to go and see 
what all the fuss was about, we certainly did not have “Bieber Fever” at all or so we tried to convince 
ourselves. What we saw was nothing short of awe inspiring, crowds of teenage girls were held at bay by 
barriers, police…and riot vans patrolled the streets. Someone said that they’d heard he was in the Swatch 
Shop, a stampede ensued. What’s my point? I’m trying to show how electric the atmosphere was in the 
City Centre of Belfast on that Saturday, the huge stage was finally completed in front of City Hall, the 
celebrities arrived. We all secretly wanted to be the ones who bumped into someone famous, there were  
tears, screams, and one girl eagerly informed us “I touched Jason Derulo’s water bottle.”
       But did anyone even watch the awards? No one I know did, it was like that didn’t matter somehow, it 
was enough that it was in Belfast. Caught up in the dizzy aftershock of celebrity spotting I too, didn’t care. 
But now, looking back, my cynicism has returned. Where was BELFAST in it all? Yes Snow Patrol played 
but it felt like everyone else had to be jetted in from somewhere else, America, to be precise. Yes it was the 
Europe Music Awards, but they couldn’t even find a host from this side of the Atlantic. The EMAs may have 
been the weekend music came to Belfast, but it left again, leaving a few ragged posters and a memory. 

Katherine Hamilton
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Do you agree with our reporter's article ? Join the 
discussion on the facebook page of PGVoice !

https://www.facebook.com/CarnivalRightsBelfast
https://www.facebook.com/QUBFeministSociety


World AIDS Day, 1st December      Ruari-Santiago McBride

The AIDS virus was first discovered three decades ago. Since then, 30 million people have died 
from AIDS-related causes and 1.8 million people continue to die every year. Currently there are 33 million 
people living with HIV virus, which causes AIDS. The impact that HIV/AIDS has had on our global 
community is internationally recognised on the 1st of December.

In May of this year, a ground breaking study, conducted by the US National Institutes of Health, 
found that HIV people receiving anti-retroviral treatment decreased their risk of transmitting the virus to 
their uninfected partner by 96%. It is believed that if access to HIV prevention, treatment and care is scaled 
up it may be possible not only to save lives but also disrupt the cycle of new infections, and curb the 
growing numbers of people living with HIV/AIDS. This important piece of research highlights the need to 
ensure that funding for HIV/AIDS treatment actually increases, rather than decreases, during this current 
economic crisis. 

However, HIV/AIDS is commonly perceived to be a public health issue that affects developing 
nations in the global ‘south’ and not an issue of concern for ‘developed’ countries such as Northern Ireland. 
However, Northern Ireland saw 79 new HIV diagnoses during 2010, a 361% increase on the 19 new 
diagnoses in 2001. Furthermore, in industrialised countries such as Northern Ireland HIV/AIDS is 
predominately viewed as a matter of concern for minority groups, such as men who have sex with men or 
minority ethnic communities. However, of the individuals accessing care in Northern Ireland there is almost 
a 50/50 split between individuals that identify as heterosexual and homosexual. It is therefore of vital 
importance that everyone, regardless of their demographic, be aware of the risks that HIV/AIDS presents.

HIV/AIDS destroys the body’s immune system leaving people highly vulnerable to opportune 
infections. The body can be supported with drugs and a balanced diet; however, living with HIV/AIDS also 
poses significant psychological challenges. The stigma attached to the condition, fuelled by ignorance, can 
be just damaging as the condition itself. This can further exacerbate the situation as people may choose to 
forego treatment or tell partners because of fear and embarrassment.

On December 1st you can show your support and understanding of how important it is that we 
challenge misconceptions and breakdown the stigma associated with living with HIV/AIDS by wearing a red 
ribbon.

What's on this month ?

School of Creative Arts Christmas Concert

7th December 2011, 7:30pm – 9pm, Harty Room, Music. 
Featuring the Queen’s University Symphony Orchestra, Brass Band, and Chamber 
Choir. The programme includes Borodin’s ‘Polovtsian Dances’, Sibelius’ 3rd Symphony, 
and a selection of seasonal tunes.
Tickets £6-£3.

Lisa Hannigan

Tuesday 13th December 2011
Tickets, priced £16.00, are available from 
Queens Students’ Union and Ticketmaster 
Outlets from Monday 17th October

The Comedy of Errors, William Shakespeare

14 December 2011 - 17 December 2011, Lyric Theatre

12
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Big Band Concert

12th December 2011, 7:30pm - 9pm 
Conducted by Steve Barnett, the popular jazz ensemble give its 

traditional programme of big band classics, seasoned with some 
festive items.

Alabama 3 returns to Mandela Hall

Alabama 3 will return to the Mandela Hall on the 10th February 
promoting their new album Shoplifitng 4 Jesus. Tickets priced £16.50 
are available from Queens Students' Union and Ticketmaster outlets 
(booking fees may apply elsewhere)

Bell X1

Friday 16th December 2011
Tickets, priced £20.00, will be 
available from Queens Students’ 
Union and Ticketmaster outlets.

Retro Tea Dance

19th December 2011, 7.30pm 
Take a beginners' class in old-time 

dancing, then dance the night 
away to a live band. 

Tickets are £6.

Christmas Continental Market

Saturday 19th  November - Monday 19th  December 2011, Belfast 
City Hall grounds  
The Christmas Continental Market will be at Belfast City Hall from 
12 noon on Saturday 19th  November to 6pm on Monday 19th 
December, selling a range of food, drinks and crafts. Kids can 
enjoy the merry-go-round and visit Santa in his grotto! They can 
also post their letters to Santa using Santa's postbox.
Opening times :
Monday - Wednesday: 10am - 8pm (except Monday 19th 
December when it will close at 6pm)
Thursday - Saturday: 10am - 10pm
Sunday: 1pm - 6pm

Dappy - The Rockstar Tour 

Wednesday 21st December 2011, Mandela Hall
Plus Special Guests

Tickets, priced £20.50, are available from Queens 
Students' Union, Ticketmaster outlets, Shine.net 

and The Stiff Kitten Bar.
Händel's Messiah

Opening night: 9th December, 7.30pm (runs till 10 December)
Waterfront Hall, 028 9033 4455, from £8
The Ulster Orchestra presents arguably the most famous piece ever performed in Belfast. 
Enjoy the momentum of baroque music and prepare yourself to get up for the Hallelujah!

This is how we fly

9th December, 8pm, Black Box, 18-22 Hill Street,
028 9024 4400, from £12
Swedish & Irish folk meets improvised jazz & 
electronics. A promising musical journey towards the 
future of folk.
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If you would like to participate in writing 
the next PG Voice issue, please submit 
your articles, reviews, ideas to 
pg.voice@qub.ac.uk

PG Ads

New Voices in Irish Criticism 2012
'Legitimate Ireland'

19th-21st April 2010
Institute of Irish Studies, QUB.
This postgraduate and early career researchers 
conference aims to interrogate the concept of 
legitimacy surrounding Ireland and Irishness, the 
representation of which has always implied 
experiences on the margins of society and the law.
newvoices2012@qub.ac.uk
For the full call for papers, check out :
http://newvoicesqub.wordpress.com/call-for-papers/

Postgrad Mendeley Talk
Finding to difficult to organise your reading 
material and pdfs? Want to explore an 
alternative to the likes of refworks? The 
International & and Postgraduate Student 
centre will be hosting a talk exploring 
Mendeley, the newest reference manager 
software. Come along and hear how Mendeley 
can help you !
Seminar Room 2, 
PostGrad Centre
Friday 2nd December
at 16:00pm - 17:00

William and Betty MacQuitty Travel Scholarships 2012
 
Are you a postgraduate student at Queen’s?
Have you plans to travel outside Ireland to further your 
studies?
Does your proposed trip demonstrate the principle ‘travel 
broadens the mind’ OR involve study of global 
environmental issues?
 If the answer to the above questions is YES, you 
can apply for a William & Betty MacQuitty Travel 
Scholarship of up to £1,000.  An additional prize of £200 
may also be awarded for the best travel report.  Travel 
must be undertaken by April/May 2013.

Further details and application forms may be 
obtained by emailing a request to sgc@qub.ac.uk  or 
downloaded from the website 
http://www.qub.ac.uk/dasa/AcademicAffairs. Completed 
application forms should be returned to the Student 
Guidance Centre, by 4.30pm on Thursday, 26 January 
2012. Application forms must be typed or word processed.
 NOTE: There are other travel scholarships open to 
postgraduate and undergraduate students travelling 
between April and October 2012, which will be advertised 
in November 2012).

Christmas Fair & Market

3rd - 4th December, from 10am, St. George's Market, admission free
An alternative venue to inhale some Christmas flair apart from the Continental Market. 
Reknown for its weekly farmer's market, best fresh food, local crafts, and antiquites, 
framed by classy life music – St. George's goes Christmas!

All Souls Night

3rd December, 8pm, Lyric Theatre, 
028 9038 1081, from £9.50

A powerful drama on poverty and superstition – two of Ireland's oldest 
scourges. Premiered in 1948, it has remained a staple of Irish 

theatre, has been performed across the world and is the play that 
inspired the late J.B. Keane to take up a pen and write Sive. The little Prince

Opening night: 3rd December, 7.30pm (runs till 15th January)
Lyric Theatre, 028 9038 1081, from £5

THE story on how we, the civilised world, alienated our innocence and how 
we may get it back...

“When the eyes are blind, one must look with the heart“.

A Christmas Carol

12th December, 7.30pm, Ulster Hall, 028 9033 4455, from £6
The Wireless Mystery Theatre takes you back to the age of the Northern Ireland's 
Regional Home Service to recreate Charles Dicken's classic. Live music, hand-made 
sound effects, and vintage jingles ad break promise a plausible trip to the golden age 
of broadcasting.

http://newvoicesqub.wordpress.com/call-for-papers/
mailto:sgc@qub.ac.uk
http://www.qub.ac.uk/dasa/AcademicAffairs
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