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Joanne Potter

Thrill. Dream. Sing. Love.

One of the most-awaited films of 2013, Les 
Misérables, did not disappoint. Already people are 
going to see it a second time – and I shall be one of 
these ! 

The film is a screen adaptation by Tom Hooper 
(The King's Speech) of the musical, itself adapted from 
Victor Hugo's masterpiece novel. It is the story of Jean 
Valjean (Hugh Jackman), a convict slaving under the 
surveillance of Javert (Russell Crowe), who finds 
repentance when he meets the bishop of Dignes. From 
then on, Valjean strives to do good for all around him, 
while still hiding from Javert. When Fantine (Anne 
Hathaway) dies in his arms, he promises to take care of 
her daughter, Cosette (Amanda Seyfried). Years later, 
while Cosette falls in love with Marius Pontmercy 
(Eddie Redmayne), Valjean and his adopted daughter 
find themselves in the midst of the 1832 insurrection in 
Paris (not to be mistaken for the French  Revolution  of  
1789),  when  republicans  rose  against  the restored
king Louis-Philippe. Les Misérables  is a powerful story 
of love, dreams and ideals.

As it is a musical, the whole film is sung-through. 
If this is not your type of thing, you have been warned. 
The fact that the actors sang live on set while shooting, 
instead of pre-recording the songs, really makes the 
acting much stronger. Hugh Jackman and Anne 
Hathaway do a brilliant job and clearly deserve their 
Oscar nominations. One of the songs has actually been 
composed especially for the movie by Kretzmer, Boublil 
and Schönberg, who made the original musical score : 
“Suddenly” (performed by Jackman) is in fact 
competing for an Oscar ! For others, like Eddie 
Redmayne and Russell Crowe, it is obvious that this 
exercise is a bit more straining, but their acting is still 
good. 

To be noted also are Aaron Tveit's performance 
as Enjolras, the heroic revolutionary leader, and 
Samantha Barks's as Eponine, the tragic lover. 
Gavroche (Daniel Huttlestone), the little urchin of the 
streets helping on the barricades, is quite a character 
too. The touch of comic relief among all these passions 
comes with Helena Bonham-Carter and Sacha Baron 
Cohen as Mr. and Mrs. Thénardier, tavern-holders and 

'carers' of Cosette before she is taken 
into Valjean's care. They should be 
despicable but are actually hilarious !

The whole movie is supposed to 
happen in France and yet it was 
entirely shot in the UK, but for the 
scene of the village of Dignes (filmed in 
Gourdon, in the upcountry on the 
French Riviera). It is a bit disappointing 
that none of the scenes in Paris were 
actually shot there ! The advantage of 
the film compared to the staged 
musical is that it allows more liberty 
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Ríona Kelly

with the singing, making it more emotional, but 
also with the story itself. Many scenes are in 
the film that aren't in the musical, while they are 
taken from the original novel.

Les Misérables is a beautiful and moving 
story, for which you may well shed a few tears. 
Half of the audience was crying during the final 
scenes... And how not to get goosebumps 
when the revolutionary crowd bursts into song 
with 'Do You Hear the People Sing ?' - I was 
almost expecting the whole audience to start 
singing with them. Besides, it was the first time 
I saw a movie when the audience clapped in 
the end. You'll have taken the hint, the film is a 
must-see. 

On the back of the season where most of 
us spend all day on the couch watching endless 
films while munching the Christmas leftovers 
comes the biggest round up of films from the past 
and coming year. Nominations for the Oscars, due 
to take place on February 24th, provided the usual 
mixture of expected and surprise nods from the 
academy.

Spielberg’s Lincoln  leads the pack with a 
total of 12 nominations, closely followed by Ang 
Lee’s Life of Pi  with 11 nominations. Both are up 
for Best Picture, as are Michael Haneke’s  Amour, 
David O’Russell’s Silver Linings Playbook, Tom 
Hooper’s Les Misérables, Tarantino’s Django 
Unchained, Ben Affleck’s Argo, Kathryn Bigelow’s 

Countdown to the Oscars

Zero Dark Thirty, and Benh Zeitlin’s Beasts 
of the Southern Wild.

Whilst some would say the 
nominations for Best Actor are predictable, 
with Daniel Day-Lewis, Denzel Washington, 
Hugh Jackman, Bradley Cooper, Joaquin 
Phoenix all nominated, the nominees for 
Best Actress provide a more interesting list. 
Emmanuelle Riva, at 85, gets the nod for her 
role in Amour, while 9 year-old Quvenzhane 
Wallis is up for Beasts Of The Southern 
Wild, a part she reportedly auditioned for 
aged 5.

Such diversity of nominations 
continues in the Best Director category with 
industry heavyweights Steven Spielberg, and 
Ang Lee up against David O. Russell, 
Michael Haneke and newcomer Benh Zeitlin, 
while Kathryn Bigelow and Quentin Taratino 
were overlooked.

We’ll certainly be following the results 
of the Golden Globes with interest, where 
Lincoln again leads the nominations, up for a 
total of seven awards.
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Mark McGahon

The ongoing riot situation

Where to start when writing about the 
recent flag riots can be quite daunting. It is very 
easy to slip into cliché, to quote Heaney and say 
‘the voice of sanity is getting hoarse’. It’s just as 
easy to ridicule the protestors, to adopt the 
patronising attitude that their education must not 
be/have been up to scratch. Or one might attempt 
to apportion blame: it was Sinn Féin’s fault for 
proposing a motion concerning the flag in the first 
place; it was Alliance’s fault for attempting to 
reach an acceptable compromise; it was the 
UUP’s and DUP’s fault for printing leaflets which 
led to accusations they were inciting violence; it’s 
the fault of a minority of people hell-bent on 
violence within a larger peaceful gathering, 
regardless of whether they define themselves as 
nationalist or unionist; it’s the fault of the UVF and 
UDA for organizing and instigating violence; it’s 
the fault of the police for not cracking-down hard 
enough on those who break the law. From such a 
long list showing those who have been blamed by 
various parties over the previous months, one 
thing emerges: it is hard to imagine how anybody 
– irrespective of their community background or 
social status, their religion or political persuasion – 
might emerge unscathed and/or blameless. 
Viewed in this way, most, if not all, of the political 
parties in Northern Ireland are implicated; parties 
which, for the most part define themselves 
primarily according to the colour of ‘their side’s’ 
flag or the injuries suffered by ‘their side’. And we 
might blame those who actually throw the stones 
or those who feel they’re at the crest of the curve 
when it comes to experiencing the effects of 
decisions made by politicians (decisions which 
perpetuate an exclusivist identity), but we are the 
people who, year in and year out, continuously 
vote for these main parties.

This is not to be read as an attack on 
democracy – that attack was made last week 
on the by-now infamous episode of ‘The 
Nolan Show’ – nor should it be read as 
condoning violent and riotous behaviour. 
Instead it should be read as a provocation; a 
provocation, amongst others, to question the 
underlying issues. Approximately eighteen 
months ago, some people attempted to 
attribute the rioting which broke out in 
several English cities to a lack of 
opportunities afforded to young people and 
the subsequent disillusionment of those. Are 
there great differences in the age profile of 
those involved in the riots in England 
eighteen months ago and those here during 
the last couple of months? Some of those 
arrested here are as young as thirteen. 
Those same economic problems faced by 
people in England and which were blamed 
by some for the riots in England, are faced 
by people in Northern Ireland, nationalist and 
unionist. It may be manifested differently – 
uniting behind a cultural emblem – but are 
the latent causes so different? Why have we 
forgotten about the precursor to these 
present difficulties so quickly?

“Advice is like snow – the softer it falls, the longer it 
dwells upon, and the deeper it sinks into the mind.”  

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Quote of the month :
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Jeremy Shaw
January holiday bargains!

Got the January Blues? Feeling depressed that Christmas is over for another year and a long, 
cold, skint January lies ahead? Then get booking your summer holiday! Give yourself something 
to look forward to and to help you get you through the next few months. There are some great 
deals at this time of year, and booking well in advance means you can spread out the cost and 
start saving spending money now! I’ve done the hard work for you and scoured the internet for the 
best deals out there at the minute, here are my top picks:

Amsterdam 4 star break – £139
Fancy a shorter city break? This is a fantastic deal for 3 

nights in a 4* B&B in Amsterdam, for dates between 21st 
January and 26th March. January – 26th March

http://www.travelwasp.com/city-breaks/amsterdam/ 

5 star All Inclusive luxury week in the Sharm, Egypt – £445
Want something hotter and more luxurious? It doesn’t get more 
decadent than this – this is amazing value for two people at the 
luxurious 5* Royal Albatros Moderna. It looks truly decadent 
and has a Spa & Wellness centre as well as its own aqua park. 
This deal includes return flights and accommodation.
http://www.blueseaholidays.co.uk/sales_egypt.phtml#block02 

Mallorca 4 night break – £139
Can’t afford to take a week out from your work? Then this 4 
night break to Mallorca might suit you better.This deal is 
fantastic value if you’re looking for an escape to the sun this 
spring. For £34.75 per night, you get flights, accommodation 
at the 4-star Hotel Torre Azul, an upgrade to a sea-view 
room, free access to the spa and breakfast and dinner, daily. 
Travel is from Bournemouth, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow 
Prestwick, Liverpool, London Gatwick, London Luton, 
London Stansted and Manchester on select dates from 6 
March-13 May.
http://www.travelzoo.com/uk/holidays/spain/-139-Mallorca-
Escape-w-Flights-Meals-Sea-View-Upgrade-1395707/?
placement=Top%2020-DealLink

Marmaris, Turkey 7 days all inclusive – £282.50
This May break in Turkey is perfect for those of you who want 
something more lively with good night-life. The Club Secret Garden 
Apartments are in the popular Turkish resort of Marmaris, a resort 
offering plenty of daytime activities for sport and relaxation and a 
good selection of clubs and bars for when the sun has set.  Return 
flights are from London Gatwick, but The low-cost price of this 
means even with an extra flight form Belfast to London, it’s still 
incredible value.
http://www.lowcostholidays.com/ 

http://www.travelwasp.com/city-breaks/amsterdam/
http://www.blueseaholidays.co.uk/sales_egypt.phtml#block02
http://www.lowcostholidays.com/
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4 Months Down, 2  years to go½

Looking back over the last 3 to 4 
months, one thing I have learnt and continue 
to appreciate is that Queen’s is the best 
place, and the city of Belfast is the most 
eventful setting. Reflecting over the last few 
months, it is fair to say that a PhD is an 
entity that tests one’s many attributes, and 
helps one learn a lot about him or herself. 
And the first four months of this journey has 
already been an interesting, challenging, 
lonely and above all rewarding experience.

With regards the academic side, the 
first few weeks were mainly induction and 
introductory sessions, all of which I found 
very useful. They provided an avenue that 
presented Queen’s in a light that reflected an 
institution with its student at the very core of 
its values. Although there were a few not so 
fun ones (like Health & Safety) that no one 
likes, it was very clear that from the very 
onset, I was being prepared in the best 
possible way as a PhD student. Subsequent 
weeks were then spent in my school 
department where most of my time was 
spent reading around the literature; the not 
so appealing part of a PhD. Once lab work 
began, that was when I began to experience 
the many tests that a PhD brings; self-doubt 
and loneliness. Despite following standard 
operating procedures and doing everything 

right, the results expected were not being 
produced, the supervisor was getting a little 
uneasy; cue the questions of “can I really do 
this?”, “Am I good enough?”

The one thing I have learnt since 
those testing weeks are this; the first few 
months of a PhD are all about laying the 
foundation and getting used to the 
department and the many techniques one will 
be using. As well as all the lab work, I took 
the opportunity to help demonstrate in 
undergraduate practical classes, doing so 
right up until the Christmas break. As well as 
the encouragement and support of my 
colleagues in the lab, there are a few other 
places that I’ve found help and reassurance 
from.

I am a keen sportsman and made it a 
priority to exploit the excellent sporting 
facilities that Queen’s has. I am now a 
member of the Queen’s First Football team, 
training twice a week and playing on 
Saturdays. Having such a club has helped 
me a lot in my first 4 months and has allowed 
me to strike up friendships. It has also been a 
good way of taking a break from the hustle 
and bustle of lab work and all the reading I 
do. If the last 4 months are anything to go by, 
it is fair to say that the next 2 and half years 
or so will be well worth it. 
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The Foodie's Corner
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Enjoy baking, savouring fabulous cakes, 
and chatting  with friends ?

Come and join Queen's Cake Club !
Check out QUB Cake Club facebook group 
and http://qubcakeclub.blogspot.co.uk/ for 
more info and recipes !

1. Wash and dry the lettuce and sorrel, then slice thinly.
2. Brown the onions in the melted butter.
3. Add the lettuce and sorrel, then the white wine.
4. Cover and cook for 15mn.
5. Add salt and pepper and spoon in the cream.

Bon appétit !

You need :  (for 4)
- 2 wizened or fresh lettuces
- 2 bunches of sorrel
- 3 green onions
- 1 glass of white wine
- 15 cl of crème fraîche
- 20 gr butter

After the feasts of Christmas and New Year's, it's 
time to empty the cupboards and use up what's left... 
Try these recipes not to waste a wizened lettuce or a 
slightly dry brioche !

Lettuce mousseline

Brioche perdue

Tip : 
accompany the 

mousseline 
with toasted 

garlic bread ! 
You need :   (for 4)
- 60 gr butter
- 4 slices of brioche
- 70gr sugar
- 150 gr raspberries/strawberries
- 1 lemon
- 4 spoons of cream 1. Melt 50 gr of butter in a pan and brown both 

sides of the slices of brioche.
2. Add 50 gr of sugar to caramelise them.
3. Caramelise 10 gr of butter and 20 gr of sugar in 
another pan and brown the raspberries.
4. Put 2 spoons of water and the lemon juice on 
the raspberries once out of the pan.
5. Put the raspberries on the brioche with cream.

http://qubcakeclub.blogspot.co.uk/


What's on in Belfast ?
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PG Ads

If you would like to advertise in the PG Voice, 
contact us at : pg.voice@qub.ac.uk

The PG Voice is always  looking 
for new contributors : If you feel 
like joining the PG Voice team 

for regular or occasional 
articles, let us know !

More on 
http://www.gotobelfast.com

 

The Nutcracker
Grand Opera House,
30th January - 2nd February 2013, 
£9,25 - £36.

An enchanted dolls' house, an evil governess and a nutcracker who may just be a handsome prince in 
disguise - this winter, prepare to enter a magical new world with Scottish Ballet. Following on from the 
hugely successful productions Cinderella and The Sleeping Beauty comes a revival of The Nutcracker, a 
sweet yet deliciously sharp take on ETA Hoffman's original story Nutcracker and the King of Mice. This 
fresh and vivid retelling of the famous Christmas story features stunning sets and costumes, breathtaking 
choreography and Tchaikovsky's sumptuous score performed live by the Scottish Ballet Orchestra.

Jazz Supper Night
The MAC
26th January 2013, 8.45pm
£15

Calling all jazz lovers…Canteen at the MAC presents an evening of live jazz 
with the Keith McVeigh Jazz Trio. The ticket cost includes a 2 course supper 
and a glass of wine.
For more information, visit www.themaclive.com or contact the Box Office on 
028 9023 5053.

Wetland Wildlife Weekend
Castle Espie Wildfowls & Wetlands Centre, Comber
2nd - 3rd February 2013, 11am - 4pm

Celebrate World Wetlands Day 2013, an 
international celebration of wetlands that takes place 
on the 2 February each year, meet reptiles, insects 
and take part in themed activities suitable for all the 
family.
For further information: 028 9187 4146 or visit 
www.wwt.org.uk/castleespie   

Watch out for the Cake 
Club bake sale for the 

RSPB in March !

mailto:pg.voice@qub.ac.uk
http://www.gotobelfast.com/
http://www.wwt.org.uk/castleespie
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