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PG Voice

  Still the 99% ? The future of the Occupy Movement

As an historian in training I often wonder 
how future generations will view our lifetime. I 
imagine future historians will spend their days 
sifting through Facebook timelines and archived 
tweets searching for evidence to support their 
theses and I wonder what events will emerge as 
significant in the long term. It is clear that 2011 – 
the year of the protester – will be added to that 
list of ‘magical’ historical dates – 1789, 1848, 
1917, 1968 – that so fascinate historians, dates 
when the actions of people across the world 
seem to become connected just for a moment. 
Nowhere is this connectedness better 
demonstrated than the Occupy movement. Last 
week marked the five-month anniversary of the 
Occupy Wall Street demonstrations. In the 
intervening months Occupy Wall Street’s rallying 
cry of “We are the 99 Percent” has ignited a 
wave of Occupy protests across the globe. At its 
height last autumn the movement reportedly 
existed in 951 cities in 82 countries. Now as the 
number of camps dwindle and the remaining 
Occupiers battle eviction orders two key 
questions stand out: what has the Occupy 
movement achieved? And where should the 
movement go from here ?

So what has Occupy achieved? While its 
detractors dismiss the movement as a collection 
of students, radical leftists, and freeloaders 
looking for their fifteen minutes of fame in this 
age of viral internet phenomena, supporters see 
in the movement grassroots democracy in action. 
The Occupy movement champions economic 
human rights in an era where the rhetoric of 
“economic austerity”, “budget cuts” and claims 
that “we’re all in this together” are cited as 
excuses to take those rights away.  Critics of 
Occupy point to a lack of central leadership and 
clearly defined goals as a weakness of the 
movement but these are also the reasons that 
the movement has grown so rapidly and why it 
can encompass the 99 percent. Occupiers aren’t 
radicals on the fringes of society. They’re 
ordinary people who are angry. They’re angry 
about government policies that target the most 
vulnerable sections of our society; about 
seemingly entrenched social and economic 
inequalities; and at governments that cater to the 

interests of big business rather than ordinary citizens. 
The success of the Occupy movement lies in the fact 
that it has put these issues back in the news and back 
on the agenda. We need look no further than the 
American Republican primaries for evidence of this 
success.  Throughout the Republican debates 
candidates have repeatedly attacked the “vulture 
capitalism” of Mitt Romney while emphasizing their 
own blue collar or middle class roots. This is not to say 
the Republican Party has suddenly become the party 
of the ordinary “99 percent” but it does indicate a 
change in attitude and growing awareness of issues of 
economic inequality and corporate greed within public 
discourse.

Occupy’s greatest success to date then has 
been its impact on public discourse. Now the 
movement is  faced with  the question  of how  to move 
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forward and how to maintain its momentum and mass 
appeal. Now that Occupy has grabbed our attention the next 
step should be to outline clear goals and a systematic plan 
for achieving those goals. Some offshoots of the movement 
are already doing this. In the United States Occupiers have 
filed for a Super PAC and created “The 99 Percent Working 
Group, Ltd,” an organisation calling for a National General 
Assembly to create a plan for going forward. Our own 
Occupy Belfast has identified a clear goal of confronting the 
rising problem of homelessness in Northern Ireland. The 
main danger facing the Occupy movement at this juncture is 
the potential to lose the inclusiveness of the movement and 
thereby lose its mass  appeal. The  movement  tapped  into 
the  anger and frustration of the broader population by avoiding limiting definitions and focusing on issues 
of universal importance. Issues like rising homelessness and home repossessions, income inequality, 
unemployment, and underemployment. Over the next few months as various Occupy groups are faced 
with the task of restructuring and setting goals there is a danger of the movement becoming too ideological 
and too radical, and the consequence will be the loss of mass support and the qualities that made Occupy 
a success in the first place. Although the movement may naturally appeal to a radical socialist revolutionary 
element, a move in this direction will ultimately harm the movement. In order to maintain its legitimacy and 
effectiveness when moving forward Occupy needs to remain relevant to the 99 percent.

Photo courtesy of 
www.dailymail.co.uk

The 84th annual Academy Awards took 
place in Los Angeles last night. The big 
winner was, as expected, the black-and-white 
silent film The Artist which won 5 Academy 
Awards. France’s homage to the first days of 
cinema took three of the biggest awards for 
Best Director for Michel Hazanavicius, Best 
Actor for Jean Dujardin and of course, Best 
Picture. The film had been widely tipped to 
win many awards, but Jean Dujardin’s 
charismatic performance was a surprise win 
over early favourite George Clooney in his 
role as a father in The Descendants.

And it was a good night for the Irish, 
as we were victorious in the Short Film 
category (a category which has seen many 
Irish films nominated in recent years) with 
film-maker Terry George taking home the 
Oscar for the people of Northern Ireland for 
the film The Shore.

In the Battle of the Biopics, Meryl 
Streep’s depiction of Margaret Thatcher won 
over Michelle Williams’s portrayal of Marilyn 
Monroe in the category of Best Actress. This 
is Streep’s third Oscar win and her first since 
she won for Sophie’s Choice back in 1982.

Christopher Plummer became the 
oldest Oscar recipient at the age of 82, 
winning Best Supporting Actor for the indie 
comedy-drama Beginners. His speech was 
one of the more interesting ones of the night, 
with Plummer declaring to his golden statuette 
“You’re only  two years  older than me Darling,
 where have you been all my life?” A great win 
for the  man who until  now was most  famous 
 

for his role as Captain Von Trapp in The Sound of Mucus, 
as he infamously dubbed the musical. 

Octavia Spencer had to be helped to the stage, 
unable to fight back the tears, as she accepted her award 
for Best Supporting Actress for The Help. She had been 
the favourite to win the award, beating her co-star and 
rising star Jessica Chastain. Her win helped to cement 
the predictability of this year’s awards.

This year’s Oscar ceremony was, as Tom Cruise 
informed us, a celebration of the movies. But the real 
reason we love to watch the Oscars is…..the GOWNS! 
This year’s Red Carpet fashion 
show was a slightly hit and 
miss. Michelle Williams’s 
unique Louis Vuitton dress was 
a favourite among many, but 
others may liken it to an ill-
fitting red Wedding Cake. The 
slit in Angelina Jolie’s black 
gown was the talking point of 
the night – with her overly self-
conscious and rather ridiculous 
leg position mocked during the 
ceremony by the recipients of 
Best     Adapted    Screenplay, 
sending Twitter into a frenzy. Another memorable Red 
Carpet spectacle, aside from Gwyneth Paltrow’s Gandalf-
inspired white cape – but rather Sasha Baron Cohen’s 
alter ego The Dictator spontaneously spilling the 
supposed ashes of Kim Jong II on American Idol’s Ryan 
Seacrest. Definitely one to replay on Youtube. And as 
always the show’s humour was lost on many of us, but 
we’ll forgive Billy Crystal for that. After all, he was hosting 
the show for the 9th time….and anyway, he’s the star of 
When Harry Met Sally for God’s sake! 

Oscars 2012 Mary-Teresa Madders
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The basic narrative of the 
Republican Party’s primary contest 
has changed little since it began early 
last year: Mitt Romney attempts to 
translate his business background 
and wide name recognition into solid 
front-runner status, while a revolving 
cadre of social conservatives work to 
establish themselves as the “Romney 
Alternative” and settle obvious right-
wing discomfort with a relative 
moderate as standard bearer. 
Detractors usually cite the fact that 
Romney described himself as being 
“pro-choice” while running for 
governor of Massachusetts in 2002 
and that his signature health-care 
legislation is nearly identical to what 
Republicans now deride as 
“Obamacare.” He is also a Mormon, 
a fact that tends to perturb the 
influential Evangelical Christian 
voting bloc. As a result, Michelle 
Bachman, Rick Perry, Herman Cain, 
Newt Gingrich, Rick Santorum, and, 
doggedly, Ron Paul have each 
positioned themselves on his 
vulnerable right wing, only to wilt 
under the national spotlight.

Currently, the remaining viable 
challenger is Rick Santorum, a 
former Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Santorum won the first in the nation 
Iowa Caucuses on January 3 by a 
mere 34 votes. Although he 
performed poorly in New Hampshire 
and was upstaged by former Speaker 
of the House Newt Gingrich in South 
Carolina and Florida, a triple win in 
Missouri, Colorado, and Minnesota 
on February 7 established him as the 
man Romney needs to beat in order 
to win the nomination. Santorum’s 
newfound energy comes at the 
expense of Gingrich, a bombastic 
conservative folk-hero who thrashed 
Romney in South Carolina by a 13-
point margin, but whose outlandish 
statements have limited his viability 
as a potential nominee. As 
theprimary calendar rolls on, 
Santorum’s sweater vests and 
ideological purity have begun to 
contrast positively with Romney’s 
Wall Street suits and unconvincing 
conservatism. The next primaries 

The Republican Primary Rollercoaster

such as women and moderates. Devoutly Catholic, Santorum 
holds strong pro-life views regarding abortion, access to 
contraception, and has made controversial remarks regarding 
homosexuality and same-sex marriage. This last stance has 
precipitated his so-called “Google Problem,” which I will not 
describe here but can be immediately understood by typing the 
word “Santorum” into a search engine. He has also taken a hard-
line on immigration reform, which will likely not sit well with the fast 
growing constituency of Hispanic voters. In addition, as a Senator 
he supported George W. Bush’s unpopular foreign policy, which 
may still have resonance this cycle given the withdrawal from Iraq 
and the wind-down in Afghanistan. He will also have to raise much 
more money to counter the formidable fundraising prowess of 
Romney and Obama. So while things are looking up for Santorum 
at the moment, the contest against Romney is not nearly over and, 
should he be nominated, he will likely face an uphill battle against 
Obama in the fall. Indeed, while the primary thus far has revolved 
mostly around social issues, the general election will likely focus 
on the economy, an area where Obama appears to be getting 
stronger and where Santorum has little leverage.

take place in Michigan and Arizona on February 28 followed by 
“Super Tuesday” on March 6, when voters in ten states head to 
the polls and one-fifth of convention delegates are allocated. 

Moving forward, however, there are significant problems for 
the Santorum campaign. First, it is important to note that he lost 
his bid for re-election to the Senate by a whopping 17-points in 
2006 in the crucial swing-state of Pennsylvania. With the electoral 
math favouring Obama, Santorum will need to demonstrate better 
campaigning skills in 2012. More generally, while his views and 
record are appealing to the increasingly conservative Republican 
Party, they will  likely alienate  important segments of swing voters

Graph of national poll average for the Republican 2012 Primary campaign up to 
February 13, 2012. While Mitt Romney’s numbers have consistently remained in 
the 20s – until recently when several rivals withdrew from the race – most other 
candidates have seen spikes in their poll numbers as social conservatives have 
searched for an alternative to Romney. (Source: Real Clear Politics 
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/)

Winthrop Rodgers
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The PIP breast implants scandal has 
been many things. A harsh insight into the 
cosmetic surgery industry and what its 
operatives will stoop to for profit. A nasty 
debate on whether women with breast 
implants deserve sympathy or Old Testament 
retribution for their perceived vanity. And now, 
thanks to Heat  magazine et al, a sizzling 
exclusive, complete with AMAZING new 
pictures, of how boob jobs gone wrong have 
ravaged the health of our most buxom celebs. 
Oh joy.

First off, a confession: I’m not a big 
Heat mag reader. But when I found a copy on 
my sister’s sofa that screamed “Stars Boob 
Job Panic” from the front cover, my morbid 
curiosity got the better of me. And thanks to 
the pearls of wisdom therein, I have learned 
two important life lessons. One, that nothing is 
important until it happens to a celebrity. And 
two, that everything has a price tag in the land 
of the rich and vacuous.

Beyond the front page glamour shots 
of z-listers clutching their fake boobs and 
wearing suitably pouty ‘sadfaces’, the reader 
is promised the SHOCKING TRUTH about 
PIP implants – which appears to be that 
celebrities who profit from their silicone are 
now trying to make a few extra quid out of the 
suffering of others. Move over French cancer 
victims who opted for implants to regain their 
femininity post-mastectomy, Kourtney 
Kardashian feels a bit sad because she 
sometimes misses her real boobs! Weep for 
Chantelle whatsherface off of Big Brother, her 
implants are fine but the whole story makes 
her feel a wee bit queasy. Stop whining about 
your leaking implants and your surgeon’s 
refusal to foot the bill for their removal, and 
get this woman some Gaviscon STAT! Sure 
there’s the odd story in there about a genuine 
breast augmentation gone wrong, but don’t 
worry. The tone of the article assures you that 
you don’t have to actually care, it’s only Jodi 
Marsh.

I’m not sure why it shocked me that a rag like Heat 
managed to take such a chilling story about potentially 
harmful medical implants, and distill it into mindless 
confetti. Then again, from the industry that commodifies 
female flesh, is it such a big leap to the commodification 
of plastic surgery-related health scares, suffering, and 
death?

The most harrowing aspect of this particular media 
farce though, is its implications for women everywhere. 
The fame industry increasingly treats its female 
celebrities as little more than glorified sales pitches. 
Everything is for sale. For £1.85, you can own their 
bodies, their lives, and their suffering – pornography of 
the mindless, in neatly packaged glossy print. Not just 
their post-breakup starvation diet and their stint in rehab, 
but their agony and fear of death. You can grimace, you 
can bask in judgmental smugness, or you can just gawk 
at the modern-day media Colosseum before you. Our 
voyeuristic ownership of these women is absolute. Sure 
they make a fortune from it, but at what cost to them, and 
to the rest of us? No matter how many apologists argue 
that this kind of journalism ‘educates’ young women, it is 
inescapable that reducing human devastation to mere 
entertainment has a negative impact on our collective 
psyche, and on how women are viewed in general.

If this message is hammered into us day after day, 
if this is the kind of women we’re expected to be, or 
expected to judge, how can we hope to achieve an equal 
or empathetic society? If the very real suffering of women 
is reduced to titillation, and voyeuristic judgment exists 
where sympathy should be, we as a society are doomed 
to remain dysfunctional. Ponder that the next time you 
find yourself poring over this year’s celeb bikini bodies.

Photo courtesy of rtbf.be

The ‘Shocking Truth’ 
about PIP Implants

Louise Higgin

"Success is the ability to go from one failure 
to another with no loss of enthusiasm." 

Winston Churchill

Quote of the month :
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Invest Brazil

As the global economic crisis is still 
looming economists and stockbrokers discuss 
the importance of the new emerging economic 
regions of the BRIC nations (Brazil, Russia, 
India and China). Within this four series 
instalment we will first look at the advantages 
of investing in Brazil and the long term 
benefits it has.

Investment Director, Victor Arakaki 
from HSBC Global Asset Management 
outlined recently why Brazil is becoming ever 
more attractive to invest in.  Firstly it is 
important to note that Brazil has overlapped 
the UK in becoming the sixth largest 
economy. The economies above it are the US, 
China, Japan, Germany and France. Brazil is 
now Latin America’s largest economy due to a 
vast quantity of natural resources and an 
aspiring wealthy middle class.

Secondly this leads us onto the legacy 
of President Luiz Inácio Lula de Silva who was 
elected in 2002 and re-elected in 2006. He 
introduced the view of transforming Brazil 
from the association of vast poverty and 
shanti towns in the 1980s to a new country of 
economic prosperity. President Lula de Silva 
is focusing on reducing inequalities through 
job creation, providing citizens with better 
credit access, improving the minimum wage 
and developing more effective social 
programmes like Bolsa Família (Family 
Welfare Payment).

Thirdly it is important for investors to 
recognise the rich quantity of commodities 
accessible within Brazil. Its vast landscape 
has metals, oil, minerals and agricultural 
products and is one of the largest producers 
and exporters of iron ore, nickel, aluminium, 
coffee, meat, poultry, soy and sugar. This 
results in Brazil not having to depend on 
exports, with exports accounting for 10% of 
GDP in 2010 and projected to reach 11-12% 
in 2012.

Finally a large quantity of money is 
being injected into the Growth Acceleration 
Plan (PAC-2), Sporting events and Deep 
Water Oil Reserves. According to the Brazilian 
Ministry of Planning the Growth Acceleration 
Plan will have a total investment of BRL 955m 
(£357m) between 2011- 2014. This money is 
focused on the areas that President Lula de 
Silva wants to improve as discussed earlier. 
The Sport Ministry is expecting investment for 

the Football World Cup in 2014 and the Olympic Games 
in 2016 that will equal BRL 47bn (£17.5bn) up until 2014 
with BRL 33bn (£12.3bn) of that capital being targeted 
towards infrastructure.

It is also vital that the Brazilian government 
focuses the investment of infrastructure appropriately by 
identifying the long term implications that the 2014 World 
Cup and 2016 Olympic Games can have. For example 
the infrastructure put in place for the Olympic Village 
which will house the Olympians in 2016 should be 

designed to act as future homes for the poor and aspiring 
classes when the Olympics is finished. The team behind 
the development of the London 2012 Olympics are 
implementing this positive and sustainable way of thinking 
for the future.

Collectively this results in Brazil having a positive 
investment appeal for the future. For example with the 
World’s biggest sporting events in the pipeline major 
companies will be identifying the attractiveness of Brazil 
within the next several years. Industries like the 
automotive industry are having key players like 
Volkswagen and Toyota battling it out for market leader by 
trying to secure official contracts for the World Cup and 
Olympic Games in Brazil. This will increase their chances 
of tapping into the aspiring consumer base that President 
Lula de Silva is developing. 

Photo courtesy of www.estatesbrazil.com

Craig O'Mahony
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Having won three Golden Globes, seven Baftas,  and tipped to 
perform well at the upcoming Academy Awards, Michel Hazanavicius’s 
The Artist  brings the 2012 cinema-goer both something old and 
something new: a silent, black-and-white movie depicting the decline of 
silent, black-and-white movies.

Central character George Valentin (Jean Dujardin) has been 
enjoying a glittering silent movie career in Hollywood, until the arrival of 
‘talkies’ onto the big screen in 1927. Dismissive of the new cinematic 
technology, Valentin’s career and personal life begin to go downhill, 
whilst the dreams of aspiring wide-eyed and adorable actress Peppy 
Miller (Bérénice Bejo) come true as she becomes a huge success in the 
new talking pictures.

Set to a wonderful score, the film is classic and charming, and 
manages to capture the essence of old Hollywood glamour in all its 
monochrome glory –without resorting to pastiche or oversentimentality.  
Jean Dujardin, better known in France for his James Bond-style spoofs, 

The Artist
Helen Morrow

The only reason why I watched this edition of the Final 
Destination  series was because I was bored. There could be no 
other reason. After all, I already know what’s going to happen. So 
a decade on from the first film I was relieved that we weren’t still at 
high school. This time the cast all work for the same firm and are 
in their twenties. The bridge collapsing scene where the grim 
reaper collects souls was brilliantly done. I was a little skeptical 
until I remembered that a bridge has collapsed in America 
(something I saw on the news a few years ago) so it wasn’t 

Final Destination V
Uzma Chaudhry

beyond the realm of possibility. When each death scene starts you think ‘Oh they’re going to die in this 
way’, but credits definitely go to the writers for creating a twist at the end of every death scene.

Nobody dies the way you expect them to. The only thing guaranteed in this franchise  is that it will 
be a gruesome death with plenty of blood. The best bit of the entire film is the ending. Two of the ‘survivors’ 
think that they have cheated death and they board a plane for France. Onboard a fight breaks out and 
when the camera zooms in on the trouble makers- it’s the boys’ from the first movie. So basically you’re 
taken right back to the beginning and this fifth installment actually preludes the first one. I’ll give the movie 
four stars; you’ll be hooked from beginning to end. However if death and dying is your biggest fear then 
don’t bother to watch a film which will probably give you nightmares.

plays his role to perfection, enchanting the viewer with his beguiling facial expressions. A special mention 
must go to Valentin’s Jack Russell sidekick, played by Uggie the dog, whose attempts to upstage the human 
actors merited his very own award at the Cannes film festival in May 2011. All in all, The Artist  is witty and 
thoroughly enjoyable, with just the right amount of nostalgia.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

The film is about Oskar (Thomas Horn) who lost his father 
(Tom Hanks) on 09/11. In 2003, the boy goes on a quest around 
New York City to find the lock in which the key he found in his 
father's things would fit. He meets hundreds of people, some help 
him (Viola Davis), others hug him, some shout at him, others don't 
speak to him but still help, like the mysterious renter (Max von 
Sydow, nominated for Best Supporting Actor at the 2012 Oscars).

Yes, the film is sad, but, no, it is not cheesy, and you still 
get to smile and laugh. The director, Stephen Daldry, manages to 
tell a beautifully touching tale of loss and remembrance, of sorrow 
and love. The film deserved its nomination for Best Picture !

Melanie Simpson



7

Photo of the Month

'Paleolithic Smile', by Darragh.

More dinosaurs, fluorescent stones, polar 
bear and other Celtic artworks at the 
Ulster Museum ! Check it out !

Send your pictures to pg.voice@qub.ac.uk
and maybe they'll be in the next issue !

 The Descendants, by director Alexander Payne, 
is one of those films hard to classify. It is a drama in 
that the story revolves around an Hawaiian land-owner, 
Matt King (George Clooney) whose wife has had a 
boat accident and is in a coma. He has to look after his 
two daughters, deal with a land transaction, as well as 
cope with the fact that his wife may not wake up and 
that she was cheating on him, as he discovers. A rôle 
emotionally loaded in which Clooney is indeed very 
good, and has been shortlisted to the Oscars for. The 
film is in fact nominated for 5 Academy Awards and 
has won many other distinctions.

Yet it is not merely a film that will bring a few 
tears to your eyes. It is also strewn with funny 
moments and lines, especially as one of the girls' 
friend is joining them during what is supposed to be a 
family 'type of thing'. The film also touches to themes 
such as environment, as there are beautiful shots of 
Hawaiian landscapes. Matt has to decide whether he 
wants to sell the last virgin Hawaiian plot of land he 
owns  to  big  hotel companies  or whether  this  should 

remain the private and preserved land he has 
inherited from his ancestors. 

Despite all this, the film is still rather sad 
on the whole. Although it is good, it is not one of 
these films you will be watching over and over 
again, as it is not quite a 'feel-good' movie. This 
may do the film a disservice in the race for the 
Oscars against The Artist. Is it only feel-good 
films that can win 'Best Picture' ?

The Descendants
Anna O'Donnell

mailto:pg.voice@qub.ac.uk
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Musings from a beauty and fashion junkie
The Lynx Effect for Ladies?

Helen Morrow

Not known for its female-friendly advertising 
campaigns, deodorant brand Lynx is now attempting to 
break into the female market by launching a new body spray 
for women: Lynx Attract for Her.

There’s also a corresponding Lynx Attract for Him. 
According to the Superdrug website (where they are 
currently being sold for £2.95 each) the two fragrances are 
‘so irresistible’ they will ‘unleash attraction chaos’. This is 
problematic on two levels. Firstly, the idea of men and 
women having different body fragrances which will make 
them attractive to one another is a little ridiculous and 
smacks of dated gender stereotypes.  Please, Lynx, it’s 2012 
– let’s give Men are from Mars stuff a rest, shall we? 
Perhaps it’s meant in a tongue-in-cheek way, I hear you cry? 
I’m unconvinced.

Secondly, the fragrance, whilst inoffensive, is 
certainly not ‘irresistible’. Having spent a considerable 
amount of my school days spluttering and sneezing due to 
the heady waft of Lynx Africa in the corridors, I was 
somewhat dubious about Lynx’s new offering – and 
pleasantly surprised. Quite soft and fruity, with slightly woody 
notes, it is pleasant enough, but rather unremarkable.

The marketing of this product is slightly baffling – the 
advertising material features a scantily-clad Abbey Crouch, 
and the product is sold with the rest of the Lynx range in the 
men’s (yes, the men’s) sections of Superdrug, Boots, and 
leading supermarkets. From the packaging, it’s not even 
entirely clear if this product is indeed for women. Lynx Attract 
for Her looks almost exactly like the other Lynx canisters i.e. 
typically ‘masculine’ deodorant packaging. The ‘womanly’ 
feature is, I presume, the pink colouring on the can- notably, 
a picture of a pink pair of men’s boxer shorts. Again, the 
mind boggles.

Certainly, the novelty factor is the major selling point. 
Females can finally get a piece of the Lynx action, for a 
limited time only (Lynx Attract for  Her is apparently a limited 

edition). As teenage girls tend to be avid 
body spray fans, perhaps they will be 
willing to try this new product. However, the 
female teenage body spray market tends 
to be dominated by Impulse, whose sprays 
come in brightly coloured thin canisters 
which slip easily into a handbag. With this 
in mind, the black, bulky Lynx Attract for 
Her might not pose much competition.

The final verdict? The scent is 
pleasant enough, but nothing original, and 
the bulky packaging is a big no-no – I carry 
enough in my handbag already. With this in 
mind, I’m very happy to leave Lynx where it 
truly belongs: in the sports kits of teenage 
boys.

[Next month: Beauty product of the month 
& Commentary on fashion at the Oscars!]

Travel tips :  Black & Divis Mountains

As spring is coming back, why not go up to the Black & 
Divis Mountains to enjoy a refreshing walk ? The paths, pretty 
even and rather easy, lead you on top of both the Black and the 
Divis mountains. From there,  the view over Belfast, Belfast 
Lough, Lough Neagh and maybe even more, if the weather is 
clear and sunny, are stunning. The landscape of bog and heath, 
with horses running free, is very relaxing.

There is a free car park at the start of the trail, but 
unfortunately no buses run to it. The closest you'll get by public 
transportation is by taking the Ulsterbus 106 which will drop you 
less than 1 mile away from the car park. More info  on the Walk 
NI website : http://www.walkni.com/Walk.aspx?ID=83

http://www.walkni.com/Walk.aspx?ID=83
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Busy with exams, essays or classes ? Looking for an easy and quick but tasty recipe ? 
Here's what you have been hoping for !

You need :
- mini loaf of bread
- canned chopped tomatoes
- ham (optional)
- herbs
- fresh mozzarella

1. Put the chopped tomatoes in a pan and sprinkle with herbs. Cook for a few minutes.
2. Cut and remove the top of the mini loaf, then dig a hole in it, removing most of the soft interior 
of the bread.
3. Add the ham to the tomato sauce and then pour spoonfuls of it into the hollow mini loaf.
4.  Put a slice of fresh mozzarella on top, sprinkle with herbs, and into the oven for a couple of 
minutes, just enough for the mozzarella to melt nicely.

Bon appétit !

Shaniece's pick :

Les Vignobles Foncalieu 
Le Lien Minervois

This wine is a famous French AOC wine mainly made of 
Shiraz and tastes of pure, firmed and soft tannins. It has 
an aroma of rich and mature red berry and delicate toast 
as well as the fresh flavor of European licorice. It always 
gives an impressive fresh flavour with its aftertaste of 
roasted white pepper. Excellent overall balance! Enjoy this 
wine with tomato cheese bread. The sweet taste will 
linger, as you relax after an evening’s work.

Available from Tesco here :
http://www.tesco.com/wine/product/details/default.aspx?id=268763544

Pane al pomodoro e alla mozzarella

http://www.tesco.com/wine/product/details/default.aspx?id=268763544


What's on this month ?

Moscow State Circus
23rd – 24th March, Belfast Waterfront

Tickets from £12

The world's most famous circus brings Russia's most talented performers 
to the Waterfront, including human catapults gyrating jugglers, high-flying 

back-flipping acrobats and hilarious award-winning clowns !
More info on www.waterfront.co.uk
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Sonorities Festival of Contemporary Music
22nd - 27th March, Sonic Arts Research Centre, QUB

New Music including performances and sounds from across the 
world.
More info on www.sonorities.org.uk

Titanic Belfast, Connections Exhibition
10th March - 30th April, Linen Hall Library

While waiting for the official opening of Titanic Belfast attraction in the 
Titanic Quarter on March 31st, take a look at this exhibition focusing on the 
shipyard and its workers to mark the centennary of the sinking of the 
famous ship.

Belfast Children's Festival
9th – 16th March, various venues

This family festival returns with an exciting programme of events, 
including music, theatre, dance, visual art an literature.

More info on www.belfastchildrensfestival.com

Seachtain na Gaeilge, Festival Celebration of the Irish Language
5th - 17th March, various venues

A jam-packed fortnight of events to honour the Irish language, 
including concerts and poetry readings.

More info on www.snag.ie

Jennifer Johnston's Shadowstory
28th March, 12.45-2pm, The Ulster Hall
In association with The John Hewitt Society
Tickets £5

Celebrated novelist, playwright and one of Ireland's most admired writers, 
Jennifer Johnston, gives a reading from her new book and discusses her 
work as part of the Literary Lunchtime Series.

http://www.waterfront.co.uk/
http://www.sonorities.org.uk/
http://www.belfastchildrensfestival.com/
http://www.snag.ie/


If you would like to participate in writing 
the next PG Voice issue, please submit 
your articles, reviews, ideas to 
pg.voice@qub.ac.uk

PG Ads
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St Patrick's Day Parade & Concert
17th March, Belfast City Centre

The parade will start in front of the City Hall at 12 and make its way 
through the city centre on the theme '2012 – one amazing year', 

based around such milestone events as Titanic, Olympics and Land 
of Giants. The parade finishes at Custom House Square where there 

will be an open air concert from 1pm to 3pm.

Find out more about the North/South funding 
opportunities at 

http://www.universitiesireland.ie/news/scholarship2012.php

Rape of Lucrece
27th March, Linen Hall Library
Tickets £5

Gerard Logan brings Shakespeare's narrative poem to 
life, followed by a drama workshop.

World Irish Dancing Championships
31st March - 8th April, Belfast Waterfront & St George's Market

The largest Irish Dance competition of the year !
More info on www.waterfront.co.uk

http://www.universitiesireland.ie/news/scholarship2012.php
http://www.waterfront.co.uk/
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